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For a millennium and a half in China, Christianity has been perceived as a foreign religion for a

foreign people. This volume investigates various historical attempts to articulate a Chinese

Christianity, comparing the roles that Western and Latin forms of Christian theology have played

with the potential role of Eastern Orthodox theology. Â 
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A Chinese Theology?I was slightly skeptical after reading only the beginning of Chow's introduction

in which he sets out to apply a tripartite theological typology developed by two Western theologians

to the Chinese context. Chow looks at the past 100 years or so of Chinese Christian history but

concentrates on the so-called Second Chinese Enlightenment, a period I was interested in myself

(which is why I read the book).Chow systematically goes through a number of China's most

prominent theologians - or Christian leaders - and their theologies, finding a place for each one

between three types that are simply named "A," "B," and "C." And this turned out to be one of the

points I appreciated most about the choice of this particular system to introduce the wide array of

Christian theological contemporary (or near contemporary) voices: Chow thus manages to an extent

- and this, I think, is wonderful - to avoid the irritating practice of labeling plaguing our discussions

about Christianity in its various expressions: fundamentalist, evangelical, liberal what have you.I

personally found the book intellectually enriching and very informative. The concept of Theosis -



Heaven and Humanity in Unity (well, there's a lot more to it if you read the book) for the Chinese

Christian theological context is something I'll keep thinking about. An important read for contextual

theologians and definitely also of much interest to anyone with an interest in Christianity in China.

I wanted to read this book really bad but then I realized how much it cost. Then I thought, hey, I can

get it cheaper on kindle. But then I look at the kindle price and was like, dang this book costs too

much. I'll probably never read it.
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